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in South Bohemia

For centuries, this region was managed by people
closely related to its nature, and it will surprise
every visitor with its beauty. Those who come to
visit its historical monuments will understand how
enlightened and wealthy the noble families of the
Rožmberks, Schwarzenbergs, and Bucquoys must have
been, and how excellent the artists and craftsmen
were who lived here. They left a number of cultural
and historical monuments for the generations to
come as testimony to its rich and diversiﬁed history.
Ancient towns full of life and culture, majestic castles
and Gothic churches, dreamy Renaissance chateaux,
monasteries, monuments of folk architecture,
interesting technical buildings, and sophisticated
pond systems. One holiday is not enough to visit
everything that the South Bohemian Region offers.
Come and see yourself.

in South Bohemia

Castles, chateaux
and monuments
of UNESCO
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Castle and chateau of Český Krumlov – UNESCO

The monumental complex of the castle and chateau of Český
Krumlov is extraordinary in its architecture, cultural tradition, and
size, and has rightfully been inscribed on the UNESCO List. The castle
premises, built by the Vítkovec family and rebuilt in the Renaissance
style by the Rožmberks, towers over a rocky promontory above the
meanders of the Vltava River and consists of 41 castle buildings and
administration buildings as well as a 12-hectare decorative garden.
In addition to the Renaissance Rožmberk interiors and the Baroque
Schwarzenberg suites from the 16th, 18th and 19th centuries, other
places are accessible to the public as well. The Castle Museum
will attract your attention with its character, exhibited items, and
year-round operation. It provides easy access to the lookout gallery
of the castle tower. The extensive Gothic vaulted cellars featuring a
collection of stone statues and three galleries of Czech and Central
European ceramic, glass, and ﬁne arts are also frequently visited. The
true pearl in the crown of theater heritage is the castle’s Baroque
theater, one of the best-preserved European dramatic scenes
of the 18th century with its almost completely preserved sets of
decorations, costumes, and props as well as the still fully functional
stage technology. Visitors will be especially attracted to the
exclusive exhibition of the princely stable, where you can see part of
the unique collection of harnesses and historical transport vehicles
preserved in the Schwarzenberg collections. The greatest attraction
is the Schwarzenberg coach, drawn by six spotted horses, or the
ceremonial sled with a horse in a luxurious harness.

Attraction:
The castle tower has been a symbol of Český Krumlov and a sign of its
rich history and artistic beauty since ancient times. When ascending
the 162 steps to its overview gallery, visitors will be rewarded by an
enchanting view over the entire town and nearby surroundings.
Contact:

Český Krumlov State Castle and Chateau
Zámek čp. 59
381 01 Český Krumlov
+420 380 704 721
www.zamek-ceskykrumlov.eu
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Holašovice – UNESCO

Holašovice is the best-preserved example of South Bohemian
architecture from the second half of the 19th century. This is a
unique set of farm buildings, built and decorated to produce a
speciﬁc look known as Rustic Baroque, centered around a large
village green. The unique character of the village is reinforced by
the fact that this is not an open-air museum but a permanently
populated village, thus creating a living community in the
environment of a country residence.

Attraction:
The village of Holašovice, founded as early as in the course of the
13th century, was obtained in 1292 by the Cistercian monastery
in Vyšší Brod from king Wenceslas II as compensation for another
property. Holašovice stayed in the monastery’s possession for the
next ﬁve and a half centuries until the end of feudalism.
Contact:

Information Center Holašovice
Holašovice 43
373 84 Dubné
+420 387 982 145
www.holasovice.eu
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Bechyně Castle

This originally princely settlement in Bechyně, mentioned as early
as the 9th century, is situated on the southernmost rock promontory
above the conﬂuence of the Lužnice River and Smutná stream.
Before 1268, King Přemysl Otakar II obtained the “wild mountain of
Bechyně” from the property of the Prague bishops and built a stone
castle here. Under the reign of King John of Bohemia, a town was
founded below the castle 1323 and was surrounded by walls. The
castle’s current Renaissance style is the work of its most famous
owner, Petr Vok of Rožmberk. In the castle you can thus admire the
wedding hall of Petr Vok where the famous wedding with Kateřina
of Ludanice took place, a courtyard with illusive paintings, and
also the bedroom of this last member of the Rožmberk family. It
also accommodates an exhibition of children’s portraits that is
unprecedented in the entire Europe. The castle has been a cultural
monument of the Czech Republic since 1958. The current owner of
the castle, Panství Bechyně SE, has been carrying out extensive and
costly repairs and renovation in the entire castle since 1994, and in
1998 the castle was made accessible to the public for the ﬁrst time.

Attraction:
Over the course of centuries, the Bechyně estate was owned by
a number of noble families, e.g. the lesser known Paar family from
Lombardy. This family signiﬁcantly contributed to the organization
of Austrian postal services in Bohemia from the 17th to 19th
centuries.
Contact:

Bechyně Castle
Zámek 1
391 65 Bechyně
+420 602 843 442
www.panstvi-bechyne.cz
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Červená Lhota State Castle

The castle, standing on a rocky island above the surface of a
pond, hides in its core the remnants of an original fortress from
the 14th century. The current Renaissance building was built
after 1530 but was further developed in the course of the 19th
century and at the beginning of the 20th century. This is when it
gained its current Pseudo-Renaissance look. The castle interior of
the ﬁrst ﬂoor presents the authentic noble residence of the last
owners, the princes of the Schönburg-Hartenstein family from the
period after 1910. The exhibition in the attic rooms illustrates the
world of the minor aristocracy and their chamber servants from
the period of the end of monarchy and the ﬁrst Republic. The
pleasant atmosphere is completed with a small picture gallery as
well as the unique contemporary castle theater. A landscape park
which gained its current appearance at the turn of the 19th and
20th century is a part of the premises. Its most signiﬁcant feature
is the Castle Pond. You can rent a boat and enjoy unexpected
views onto the castle building and the surrounding nature from
the water surface.

Attraction:
The Chapel of the Holy Trinity is situated on a hill in the castle
park. This simple Renaissance building was erected in the 1650s.
It currently houses regular services and church weddings.
Contact:

Červená Lhota Castle
Červená Lhota 1
378 21 Kardašova Řečice
+420 384 384 228
www.zamek-cervenalhota.cz
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Dačice State Castle

The original Renaissance castle was built at the end of the 16th
century for the family of Krajířů of Krajk and it gained its current
appearance over the course of its reconstruction in the 1930s.
A guided tour around the castle offers 21 rooms focusing on
the last generations of the Dalberg Family who inhabited the
castle until 1940. In 2012, a demanding renovation of private
and social rooms with social halls, a library, and private rooms on
the ﬁrst ﬂoor was completed, and they now look as they did at
the beginning of the 20th century. The single-storey Art Nouveau
library with 17 thousand volumes is one of the most favorite
castle library halls in Bohemia. The castle building is surrounded
by rugged terrain and a pond enabling day-long relaxing even for
families with children.

Attraction:
Karl Anton Maximilian Dalberg (1792–1859) was a moving
force behind the economic progress of the town of Dačice. He
contributed, among other things, to the foundation of a sugar
reﬁnery where the ﬁrst sugar cube in the world originated in 1843.
Contact:

Dačice Castle
Havlíčkovo nám. 85
380 01 Dačice
+420 384 420 246
www.zamek-dacice.cz
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Hluboká nad Vltavou State Castle

This romantic building was erected on the site of a Baroque castle
with an extensive sub-castle area in 1839-1871, inspired by
English Tudor and Elizabethan architecture. The princely couple
of Johann Adolf II of Schwarzenberg with his wife Eleonora, who
initiated the reconstruction, also supervised the modiﬁcation
of the landscape park with its area of 58 hectares with terrace
formal gardens adjacent to the castle buildings. A tour around
the representative halls with a library, morning parlor, reading
room, and marble hall with valuable tapestries is completed with
the apartment of Princess Eleonora. Another tour presents the
private rooms of the last owners of Hluboká, Prince Adolf and his
wife Hilda, including several rooms of Adolf’s mother Terezie. The
ground ﬂoor of the castle holds the accessible castle kitchen with
its hot and cold kitchen, castle patisserie, and the personal and
dining-room lift from the beginning of the 20th century.

Attraction:
The Hluboká Castle was formerly founded as a guard castle in the
middle of the 13th century by the Czech kings. As royal property, it
was used very often as pledge.
Contact:

Hluboká Castle
Zámek 142
373 41 Hluboká nad Vltavou
+420 387 843 911
www.zamek-hluboka.eu
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Jindřichův Hradec Castle and Chateau

The castle and chateau in Jindřichův Hradec is one of our most
beautiful and monumental castle premises. Under the reign
of the last Lords of Hradec, Jáchym and Adam II, the originally
Gothic castle was magniﬁcently reconstructed into a spectacular
Renaissance manor in the second half of the 16th century. Even
today, Jáchym and Adam’s building activity is evident in the
Spanish wing, the Small and Great Arcades with a garden, and also
the unique music pavilion called the Rondel. The history of the
premises is illustrated in three guided tours. A visit to the Adam’s
building illustrates the representative premises of the Lords of
Hradec, the Slavata and Černín families. The tour around the
apartments from the 18th and 19th centuries captures the glory of
Baroque hunts and visits of nobles in the nearby hunting chateau
of Jemčina, where the Černín family moved after the great ﬁre in
Jindřichův Hradec. The tour around the Medieval castle acquaints
visitors with the castle history, showing for example the painted
legend of St. George or one of the oldest and best-preserved
black kitchens in our country. You can complete your visit of the
premises by climbing the Black Tower.

Attraction:
The Rondel garden pavilion with its richly decorated Mannerism style
interior, was used for balls, concerts, and receiving noble guests
during the summer months. The uniqueness of the Rondel interior
space comes from its acoustic characteristics and the unusual
location of the musicians who sat in the cellar while the music was
transmitted into the hall through a narrow hole in the middle of the
ﬂoor, equipped with a thin-wall vase without a bottom.
Contact:

Jindřichův Hradec Castle and Chateau
Dobrovského 1/I
377 01 Jindřichův Hradec
+420 384 321 279
www.zamek-jindrichuvhradec.cz
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Kratochvíle State Castle

This is one of our most beautiful Renaissance buildings, situated
in the picturesque countryside amidst middle of forests, pastures,
and ponds, and was built in 1583-1590 by Vilém of Rožmberk.
This unique Renaissance and Mannerism building was designed for
him by the skilled Baldassare Maggi of Arogno. The villa gained
the look of an Italian casino surrounded by a moat and a closed
rectangular garden with an entrance tract and an outer wall
made of isolated houses. The castle interiors present the period
of the last Rožmberks, Vilém and Petr Vok. The residential and
representational rooms were restored to their appearance from
the end of the 16th and beginning of the 17th centuries according
to old inventories. The stucco and painting decoration of the
villa’s interior, based on hunting motives and scenes from Roman
history, bears an extraordinary quality. The castle chapel of Birth
of the Virgin Mary and the Renaissance garden with the moat are
parts of the tour.

Attraction:
The farm premises, called Leptáč, were donated in 1569 by Vilém
of Rožmberk to the regent of the Rožmberk dominion and famous
constructor of South Bohemian ponds, Jakub Krčín of Jelčany and
were originally situated on the site of the current castle. Krčín built
a new manor and surrounded it with an extensive deer hunting park.
The Rožmberk emperor liked the manor so much that in 1579, he
exchanged it with Krčín for the town of Sedlčany with 10 villages.
Contact:

Kratochvíle Castle
Petrův Dvůr 9
384 11 Netolice
+420 388 324 380
www.zamek-kratochvile.cz

12

in South Bohemia

9

Lnáře Castle

In 1670-1686, a two-storey four-wing castle was built next to
the Medieval fortress. The castle construction was initiated by
the Earl of Mitrovice Aleš Vratislav, and was completed by Tomáš
Zacheus, the son of Earl Humprecht Jan Černín of Chudenice. This
Baroque monument has richly decorated interiors. You can see
wall paintings with scenes from Antic mythology by Giacomo
Tencalla. The stucco decoration, accompanied by frescoes, creates
an extraordinary beautiful complex. The representative hall with
a ceiling fresco picturing the antique gods, for example, is very
beautiful. The castle chapel of St. Joseph is richly decorated with
frescoes showing biblical scenes. The castle courtyard is decorated
with a fountain from the end of the 17th century. A stone collection
is exhibited in the castle garden. The sculptures of antique gods are
the work of Ignatius Michael Platzer. In addition to these historical
gems, there is also an exhibition on pond management and a Cat
Museum. The castle garden, with its colorful rhododendrons and
decorated historical castle halls, is an ideal place for weddings,
social meetings, and congresses. The castle is accessible for public
visits and also offers premises for accommodation. The castle is
located approximately 100 km southwest of Prague in the center
of an old ﬁshing area. The oldest ponds come from the period of
Charles IV, and they were allegedly extended with the participation
of Jakub Krčín of Jelčany and Sedlčany.

Attraction:
The Lnáře Castle is located on the main road E-49 from Plzeň
to České Budějovice, i.e. on the former demarcation line. It is
no surprise, then, that the three liberation armies met in Lnáře
in May 1945: American, Soviet, and the army of General Vlasov.
American soldiers were accommodated in the Lnáře castle, and
General Vlasov stayed overnight as well.
Contact:

Lnáře Castle
Lnáře 1
387 42 Lnáře
+420 603 396 457
www.zameklnare.eu
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Mitrowicz Castle

A romantic castle located on the bank of the Lužnice River near
Týn nad Vltavou. The original fortress from 1565 was rebuilt in
1737-1741 under the direction of Earl František Wratislav of
Mitrowicz. The residential part was extended with the chapel
of St. Anne, giving the castle its current Baroque appearance.
In 2008, the castle underwent an exhausting and sensitive
reconstruction, and 8,500 plants and 50 trees were planted in the
castle park. The castle offers costumed tours, thematic events, a
park, a herbal garden, boat trips, and stylish refreshment as well
as accommodation and weddings.

Attraction:
The entire representative storey is decorated with epic frescoes
showing scenes from the life of Václav Wratislav of Mitrowicz,
known as Tureček, or the Little Turk. In 1591 he brought a
message from Emperor Rudolph II to the Turkish Sultan in Istanbul.
He was accused of being a spy, however, was arrested, and the
young squire spend a year and a half on the galleys and two
years in the worst Turkish prison – the Black Tower, nicknamed
the „grave for the living“. After his return home, he recorded his
experiences in a readable book of travel.
Contact:

Mitrowicz Castle
Koloděje nad Lužnicí 1
375 01 Týn nad Vltavou
+420 728 353 133
www.zamekmitrowicz.cz
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Orlík Castle

The castle gained its name (orlík = young eagle) due to its
location high on a rock and above the valley of the Vltava River
and is attractive even today thanks to its unique location in
the countryside on the bank of the Orlík Reservoir. The castle
obtained its current appearance in the style of English NeoGothic in the 19th century, and it consists of four wings and an
enclosing yard. The castle interiors, which were richly decorated
by the Schwarzenbergs, are an excellent example of the lifestyle
of the 19th century. The furnishings of the representative rooms
on the second storey are some of the best examples of Empirical
style in Bohemia; especially the Teska hall with its carved soffit
ceiling and the Knight Hall are very interesting. You can also see
the trophy passage, a great collection of hunting weapons, and
the castle library. The castle is surrounded by an extensive English
park where the Schwarzenberg family tomb is also located.

Attraction:
The Orlík Reservoir has been under the castle since 1961. Before
the water surface was raised in the 1950’s, discussions took place
whether to demolish the castle, since the rock under it is eroded,
and ﬁlling a water column to a height of 60 meters would speed
up the destruction process. Finally, the rock was reinforced with
concrete and the castle remains untouched today. The castle
was also preserved thanks to the Czech Tourist Club, who stood
behind the Orlík Castle as a favorite tourist destination. Boat
transport has been operated on the lake since 1962.
Contact:

Orlík Castle
398 07 Orlík nad Vltavou
+420 382 275 101
www.zamekorlik.cz
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Třeboň State Castle

This originally small, town castle served the Rožmberk Family
from 1366 for occasional stays in the Třeboň dominion. After
a ﬁre in the town in 1562, the destroyed castle was gradually
reconstructed into a Renaissance chateau as ordered by Vilém
of Rožmberk. The Rožmberk regent, Jakub Krčín, designed a lake
that ﬂooded the surrounding areas and was later called Svět,
meaning World. After the death of Vilém of Rožmberk, the last
Rožmberk ruler Petr Vok moved to Třeboň in 1602. His rule saw
the completion of the reconstruction of the castle. In 1660, the
Třeboň dominion had been impoverished by the war and was
bought by Schwarzenbergs, who owned it until 1947. Visitors can
walk around the Rožmberk Renaissance interiors of the castle,
including an alchemist laboratory, art chamber, and room for the
ladies’ parlors known as the “fraucimor”. On the ﬁrst storey you
can visit the more somber private rooms of the Schwarzenbergs,
who regularly spent their Christmas here. The third guided tour
features the castle stable, the kitchen for dogs, and a system of
underground passages below the town known as the casemate.
The castle is surrounded with a beautiful English landscape park.

Attraction:
In 1947, the castle was nationalized by special law known as
the Lex Schwarzenberg, as were the castles of Hluboká, Český
Krumlov, and others. A large part of the castle now houses the
State Regional Archive in Třeboň, consisting of the original
Rožmberk archive that was extended and supplemented under
the Schwarzenbergs.
Contact:

Třeboň Castle
Zámek 115
379 01 Třeboň
+420 384 721 193
www.zamek-trebon.cz
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Vimperk Castle

The original Vimperk castle was founded around the half of the
13th century as a guard fortress above the Golden Path leading
from Bavaria to Bohemia. The castle passed through the hands
of many noble families – Janovic, Kaplíř of Sulevice, Malovec of
Chýnov, and ﬁnally Jáchym of Hradec. Vimperk was then bought
by the Rožmberks who rebuilt this inhospitable castle into a
Renaissance chateau where they moved during the plague.
A signiﬁcant period was the era of the Novohradský family of
Kolovraty at the beginning of the 17th century, who are the
authors of the unique painted ceilings. The Vimperk domain
was then sold to the Eggenbergs, then after their death to the
Schwarzenbergs, who owned the castle until 1947. The last
extensive reconstruction of the castle in its current appearance
was carried out after 1857, when the castle was damaged by ﬁre
after being struck by lightning. In 1948, the castle became the
property of the town, and in 1991 it was bought by the Ministry of
Environment of the Czech Republic. In 2010, the castle became
a national cultural monument and since January 2015 has been
administered by the National Heritage Institute.

Attraction:
The Upper Castle is currently undergoing an overall renovation as
part of a project called the Wakening of the Winter Castle. At the end
of 2020, visitors can look forward to an extended and modernized
exhibition of the Vimperk Region Museum that will recall the
architectural development of the castle and everyday life at the turn
of the 16th and 17th centuries as well as a tourist center.
Contact:

Vimperk Castle
Zámek 20
385 01 Vimperk
+420 388 411 506
www.zamek-vimperk.cz
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Blatná Water Castle

The ﬁrst written mention of the former castle comes from 1235. A
wooden fortress had been erected on a rocky island in the middle
of a swamp and later rebuilt into a castle. The most famous period
of the castle’s history is related to the Lev Family of Rožmitál.
Jaroslav Lev of Rožmitál even became the brother-in-law of
King George of Poděbrady. Jaroslav Lev initiated an extensive
reconstruction of Blatná, and his son, Zdeněk Lev, continued in
his work. He called the famous architect Benedikt Rejta who
built the most valuable part of the Blatná Castle, the Gothic and
Renaissance palace with its trihedral bays. From 1798, Blatná
belonged to the Hildprandts of Ottenhausen, and under their
reign the castle was rebuilt into a chateau at the turn of the 18th
and 19th centuries. The Hildprandts, who were violently expelled
from the castle in 1950, regained the Blatná Castle into their
possession in 1990. The Blatná Castle is mainly dominated by
the White Tower that mirrors on the water’s surface from a long
distance. Tours around the castle include, for example, visits to
the Oriental, Baroque, and Empire lounge, the hunting lounge, and
the family gallery, while the extended tour includes the “Green
Room” with wall paintings from the end of the 15th century. The
castle interiors are mainly furnished with the Hildprandt Family
collections. The English park around the castle with its area of 42
hectares is also accessible to the public. Breeding of fallow deer
continues in the park, and exotic trees are planted there.

Attraction:
The Blatná Castle and its surroundings is a favorite place for
ﬁlmmakers. For example, the fairy tales Šíleně smutná princezna
(Terribly Sad Princess) and Bílá paní (White Lady) were ﬁlmed here.
Contact:

Blatná Castle
Na Příkopech 320
388 01 Blatná
+420 383 422 934
www.zamek-blatna.cz
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Helfenburk Castle

These ruins of a Gothic castle, founded in the 14th century by
the Rožmberk family, are located near Bavorov on a forested
hill named Malošín. In the 15th and 16th century, the castle was
gradually reconstructed. An 18-meter circular Great Tower makes
up part of the castle. In 1593, the last member of the Rožmberk
family, Petr Vok, sold the castle with the entire domain to the city
of Prachatice. Later the castle was also owned by the Eggenbergs
and later the Schwarzenbergs. The castle is currently the property
of the city of Bavorov. It is open to the public, the monument’s
preservation continues today. Over the course of the year,
interesting social events take place at Helfenburk and weddings
are also celebrated there.

Attraction:
Upon prior approval by the castellan, and when observing
certain rules, it is possible to stay overnight directly in the castle
courtyard under your own cover, or in the open air.
Contact:

Ruins of Helfenburk Castle
Správa hradu
373 41 Bavorov
+420 604 630 966
www.helfenburk.estranky.cz
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Landštejn Castle

One of the most signiﬁcant Roman monuments in Central Europe,
this was built as a base for the Moravian Přemyslid family to protect
the provincial routes in the Vitorazs Region at the beginning of
the 12th century. The domain was soon obtained by the Lords
of Landštejn, who made it their family seat. The architectural
development of the castle was undertaken from the oldest Roman
parts, with gradual extension in the Gothic and Renaissance period
under the reign of the Krajířs of Krajek, then was completed in the
Baroque period when the artillery bastions were erected. The glory
of Landštejn faded away in 1771 when the castle was destroyed
by ﬁre and gradually deteriorated. Visitors can freely walk around
the current romantic ruins and admire the manifestations of early
castle architecture as well as enjoy the beauties of the gently rolling
countryside known as Czech Canada from the tall defense tower.
The everyday life, lifestyle, and education of the castle owners is
illustrated by an exhibition of recently discovered archaeological
ﬁndings that are presented in the entrance gate to the castle.

Attraction:
In 1771, the great tower was stuck by lightning and the
subsequent ﬁre greatly damaged the residential parts of the
castle. The vacated castle quickly deteriorated, became a source
of building material for the surrounding villages, and later the
romantic ruins became a destination of patriotic trips of the
Czech Tourist Club. The last owner of Landštejn was the Austrian
Family of Sternbach in 1923-1945.
Contact:

Landštejn Castle
Landštejn 2
378 81 Slavonice
+420 384 498 580
www.hrad-landstejn.cz
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Nové Hrady State Castle

This passage-way castle, with its two opposite gates and deep
moat, was founded by the Vitkovec Family in the second half of the
13th century. The town walls were adjacent to the castle wall and
protected the inhabitants of the surrounding town. Under the reign
of the Rožmberks, the strong castle tower was struck by lightning
and damaged by an explosion of gunpowder. With the contribution
of Italian builder Antonio Canevalle, the castle was repaired under
the reign of the last member of the Rožmberk Family, Petr Vok. In
1620, the Nové Hrady Castle was acquired by Earl Karel Bonaventura
Bucquoy, to whose family the dominion belonged until 1945. After
completion of the Classicist chateau in 1806, the old castle only
served to administer the domain and gradually deteriorated. In the
1980’s, the castle went through an extensive reconstruction. It
currently offers a tour around the Bucquoy interiors with a number of
family portraits and reminders of the war glory of this family. The tour
around the suites of a noble officer illustrates the bourgeois way of life
at the turn of the 19th and 20th century and is open all year round. A
natural landscape park called Theresa’s Valley (Terčino údolí) spreads
out below the castle with romantic buildings and an artiﬁcial waterfall.

Attraction:
In Nové Hrady you can see one of the greatest built moats to be
found at Czech castles. The height of the castle ditch wall goes
from 9.5 to 15 meters. The outer side of the moat measures
373 m, while the inner part is almost 100 meters shorter.
Although the castle reinforcement, including the moat, started
to lose its military signiﬁcance in the 17th century, the ditch was
continuously maintained and used for utilitarian purposes, for
example to breed deer and fallow.
Contact:

Nové Hrady Castle
Komenského 33
373 33 Nové Hrady
+420 386 362 135
www.hrad-novehrady.cz
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Rožmberk State Castle

Rafters and boaters often think that they are seeing two different
castles stretch above the water in the meanders of the Vltava River.
The older Lower Castle, built in the ﬁrst half of the 13th century
by the Vítkovec Family, was joined at the turn of the 13th and 14th
centuries by the Upper Castle, of which only the Jakobínka defense
tower was preserved after the ﬁre in 1522. The originally Gothic
castle went through Renaissance reconstructions, and under the
reign of the last Rožmberks was continued by the last member of the
Rose family Jan Zrinský of Seryn in the Mannerism style. In 1620, the
castle was acquired by General Charles Bonaventura Bucquoy. Under
the inﬂuence of Romanticism, Earl George John Henry Bucquoy
ordered the construction of a family museum recalling the knightly
glory of the family in the castle interiors. Even today, visitors of the
ﬁrst guided tour may admire, among others, copies of the portraits of
famous Crusader commanders and a collection of antique items and
weapons. On the second storey of the castle, the private rooms of
George John and his family were built based on the inventory of this
period and are accessible all year long. A climb up the English Tower,
from which you can enjoy an extraordinary overview of the meanders
of the Vltava and the Šumava foothills, is part of the tours.

Attraction:
The Upper Castle is reminded to us today by the Jakobínka Tower
from the 13th century. A unique project for its reconstruction,
using Medieval building procedures, including a functional copy
of a Medieval rotating crane, is currently under way. The project
will be completed in 2019.
Contact:

Rožmberk Castle
382 18 Rožmberk nad Vltavou
+420 380 748 838
www.hrad-rozmberk.cz
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Strakonice Castle

This castle was founded at the conﬂuence of the Volyňka and Otava
Rivers in 1220-1235 by the noble family of Bavor. In 1243, Bavor I
gave the eastern part of the castle to the Order of Saint John who
established commandries there. The Order of Saint John, currently
known as the “Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order” acquired the
entire castle at the beginning of the 15th century. The oldest part
of the castle, the Church of St. Prokop and the Rumpál Tower bear
Gothic remnants. The Renaissance affected the construction of
the Jelenka tower, and the front of the Eastern part, the chateau,
was modiﬁed in Classicist style. Since 1958, the castle has been
protected as a Cultural Monument of the Czech Republic. It houses
the Museum of the Central Otava Region with its exhibitions about
the Strakonice area. The chapter hall with its cloister is one of
the oldest preserved parts of the castle, and the black kitchen is
also accessible for a visit. The Municipal Information Center of
Strakonice is housed in the castle premises. The historical halls are
used for exhibitions, presentations, and cultural events. A small
castle safari was established in the moat of the southwestern part
of the castle where dwarfed goats, sheep, ponies and other animals
play for the entertainment of younger visitors.

Attraction:
Every even year, the famous International Bagpipe Festival is held
in the Strakonice Castle premises.
Contact:

Town Information Center in Strakonice
Zámek 1
386 01 Strakonice
+420 380 422 744
www.hradstrakonice.cz
www.muzeum-st.cz
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Zvíkov Castle

The originally royal castle stretching above the surface of the Orlík
Reservoir is often called the “king of Czech castles” and it rightfully
has its place among the gems of the Czech early Gothic architecture.
The ﬁrst written mention comes from 1234, but it was most probably
built a bit earlier. The Czech kings chose it as a place for rest and
protection of the Bohemian crown jewels. The inner royal palace
with its unusual ﬁve-sided yard with arcades on the ground ﬂoor, and
the ﬁrst storey and rich painting decoration of the royal rooms and
arcades, were surrounded with a set of protective castle walls and
gates. After the extinction of the Přemyslid family, the castle was
used as collateral. It was acquired by the powerful Rožmberk family,
but it experienced a new golden age under the ownership of the
Švamberk family when it was rebuilt again and richly painted. The
Eggenbergs, then later also the Schwarzenbergs, used the castle only
as a center for administration of the entire domain. The castle thus
deteriorated and a part of it fell down. The current free visit enables
the visitors to go around the cellar and the upper storey of the royal
palace, admire the late Gothic painted chapel with an altar made by
the Zvíkov Master of Mourning, and admire the conﬂuence of the
Otava and Vltava Rivers under the castle from the tower.

Attraction:
The oldest preserved building of the castle premises is the Hlízová
tower which originated in the period around 1230. It has a square
ground plan and a height of 20 meters, and the width of the
walls is 3.5 meters. Its characteristic form is made of 44 layers of
roughly trimmed ashlars.
Contact:

Zvíkov Castle
397 01 Písek
+420 382 285 676
www.hrad-zvikov.cz
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Old Tábor Town Hall

The Old Town Hall in Tábor is one of the most signiﬁcant late
Gothic monuments in Czech towns. This national cultural
monument, with its unmistakable square Pseudo-Gothic tower, is
one of the dominant features of the city of Tábor. The Town Hall
houses the second largest Gothic hall in the Czech Republic with
a mesh vault. The aesthetic impression of the extensive hall is
emphasized by small sculptures decorating the supports of the
vaulting. According to tradition, the two male heads on one of
the supports display Jan Žižka and Prokop Holý, the most famous
captains of the Tábor ﬁeld armies. The coat of arms of Tábor
located in the hall was made on the basis of the town seal granted
to Tábor by Emperor and Czech King Sigismund in 1437. Its frame
also holds a sculpture of Jan Hus, one of the ﬁrst illustrations of
the famous church reformer. The author of the hall and the entire
building of the Town Hall is builder Wendel Roskopf. In the second
half of the 17th century, the town hall was modiﬁed in Baroque
style. In 1878, its architect Josef Niklas decided to return it its
Gothic style. The Town Hall building currently houses the Hussite
Museum with an exhibition called the Hussites. From here you can
also access the Tábor underground passages.

Attraction:
The Town Hall tower bears a clock with a single hour hand.
Contact:

Hussite Museum
Žižkovo náměstí 1
390 01 Tábor
+420 381 254 286
www.husitskemuzeum.cz
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Cistercian Monastery in Vyšší Brod

The Cistercian abbey of Our Beloved Lady in Vyšší Brod is currently
the only living male monastery of the Cistercian Order in Bohemia.
This is one of the most signiﬁcant cultural monuments in Southern
Bohemia. This renowned Šumava monastery was founded by Petr
Vok of Rožmberk in 1259. According to legend, it was an act of
gratefulness after the nobleman’s miraculous rescue from the
stormy waters of the Vltava River when he turned to the Virgin
Mary while drowning. The abbey is a treasury of many valuable
items, including one of the foremost gems of the goldsmith’s
art – the 70-centimeter Záviš Cross made of pure gold and set
with precious stones and pearls of the highest quality. This Cross
allegedly comprises a relic of the cross on which Jesus Christ died.
The Záviš Cross is one of the three most valuable gems in the
Czech Republic (the other two include the crown jewels with the
St. Wenceslas crown and the reliquary of St. Maur). Another great
rarity is the famous picture of the Vyšší Brod Madonna which gives
a special power to every prayer said in front of it. It is also worth
mentioning that more than 70 thousand books are stored in Vyšší
Brod, and the local library is the third largest monastery library in
the Czech Republic. Its Rococo playfulness charms every visitor.

Attraction:
Under the chancel of the monastery Church of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary lies the main tomb of the Rožmberk family
with almost 40 members of the family. The legend says that the
Rožmberk rulers are buried sitting on golden thrones. However, a
research made in the modern period by means of a probe refuted
this fact and brought surprising results, which are illustrated in a
multimedia exhibition in the monastery.
Contact:

Cistercian Abbey in Vyšší Brod
Klášter 137
382 73 Vyšší Brod
+420 380 746 674
www.klastervyssibrod.cz
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Monastery in Borovany
near České Budějovice

This Augustinian monastery was founded in 1455 by Petr of Linda.
Its rather small paradise garden is surrounded by a late Gothic
cloister with a mesh vault. After its reconstruction in 1729, the
tower on the northern part of the church became a characteristic
dominant of the town. In the 18th century, under provost Augustine
Dubenský, a church prelature was built which is also called the
“chateau”. After dissolution of the monastery by Joseph II in 1785,
its property was bought by the Schwarzenbergs, so their family’s
coat of arms is placed above the entrance to the castle. However,
they sold the castle to the town in 1939 and a school was built
there. The castle became accessible to the public after its general
reconstruction in 2010 and it offers two guided tours. On every
second weekend in June, the monastery serves as a venue of the
traditional Blueberry Harvest Festival.

Attraction:
The cloister in the monastery currently houses a collection of
Baroque statues, including the original of the Marian Column from
České Budějovice. The monastery museum is installed on the ﬁrst
ﬂoor, where originals of the statues from the Římov Passion Route
are located.
Contact:

Monastery in Borovany
Žižkovo nám. 1
373 12 Borovany
+420 387 001 356
www.borovansko.cz
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Dominican Monastery in České Budějovice

The Dominican Monastery with its Temple of Sacriﬁce of the Virgin
Mary is the oldest monument in České Budějovice. It was founded
together with the town in 1265 and became a part of the town
walls. In the convent we can ﬁnd a Paradise Yard surrounded from
all sides by a Gothic ambit with rib vaults. Upon its reconstruction
in the ﬁrst half of the 18th century, a Baroque storey was added
while the ground ﬂoor remained in the Gothic style. The monastery
tower with an elegant Rococo dome with a height of 51 meters
represents a signiﬁcant point of the town’s panorama from the
west. The monastery church has been accommodating the picture
of the Virgin Mary from České Budějovice since the 15th century.
Even though the temple was damaged by ﬁre several times, it has
been preserved in the original early Gothic style until today.

Attraction:
The most valuable wall picture of this building is located in the
cloister passage and is the picture of the Virgin Mary Protector, the
patron saint of České Budějovice, who covers, under her open coat,
the real ﬁgures of Emperor Charles IV and his son Wenceslas IV.
Contact:

Dominican Monastery
Piaristické nám.
370 01 České Budějovice
+420 380 420 311
www.budejce.cz
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Monastery of Divine Mercy in Nové Hrady

The Monastery of Divine Mercy in Nové Hrady was built in the
vicinity of the church of St. Peter and Paul on the initiative of the
local noble the Bucquoy Family. In 1677, Earl Ferdinand Bucquoy
invited monks from the Servite Order to Nové Hrady, and in the
following year construction of an early Baroque monastery began,
being completed in 1685. The monastery served its purpose
until 1945. After World War II, twelve monks were transferred
and the monastery became the headquarters for border guards.
They devastated the monastery severely, then left because
the building did not satisfy their needs any more. The building
further deteriorated until 1991. The renovation of the monastery
in the 1990’s is associated with the efforts of Father Bonﬁlius.
His activities led not only to the renovation of the monastery
building, but also to the return of spiritual values. After the death
of Father Bonﬁlius in 2005, the community called the “Family
of Virgin Mary” followed the Marian tradition. The monastery
premises are still open for all people of good will and is called the
“House of Meeting”.

Attraction:
The Monastery of Divine Mercy is a part of the municipal heritage
zone which also includes several other signiﬁcant buildings open
for the public. In the near vicinity of the monastery lies the Nové
Hrady Museum. The Museum offers its visitors historical overview
emphasizing signiﬁcant events and the persons who created them.
A unique view onto the local countryside topography is offered by
the unique model of the Novohradské hory Mountains, with a scale
of 1:12 500 showing an area over 500 km2.
Contact:

Cultural and Information Center in Nové Hrady
náměstí Republiky 46
373 33 Nové Hrady
+420 386 362 195
www.kicnovehrady.cz
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Minorite monastery and Monastery
of the Poor Clares with Church
of Corpus Christi in Český Krumlov

The former Minorite monastery with the Church of Corpus
Christ in Český Krumlov is a unique historic complex comprising
three monasteries in total: Minorite, St. Clare and Beguine. The
monasteries were founded approximately in the middle of the
14th century by Catherine of Rožmberk. The premises of the
monasteries with the church are part of Latrán, to the east of the
castle. The present appearance of the monastery comes from
several signiﬁcant building stages including the foundation of
the monastery in the 14th century, its late Gothic modiﬁcations
in the period from 1490 to 1500 (a unique set of late Gothic
trusses is well-preserved from this period), and the Baroque
reconstruction in the 17th and 18th centuries giving the premises
their current appearance. In recent history, the monasteries served
for various purposes, for example as a military school or residence
for the noble court officers. Later they housed stores and social
apartments. After an extensive reconstruction in 2014-2015, a
modern Cultural and Educational Center was established in the
former monastery buildings, and permanent exhibitions called Life
and Art in the Krumlov Monasteries and Interactive Exposition of
Human Skills were installed here.

Attraction:
Craft workshops make up one of the most interesting parts, where
visitors may try to make their own product in the forge, printing,
or glass workshops.
Contact:

Český Krumlov Monasteries
Klášterní dvůr 97
381 01 Český Krumlov
+420 380 722 001
www.klasteryck.cz
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Franciscan Monastery with Church
of St. Catherine in Jindřichův Hradec

The Franciscan Monastery with Church of St. Catherine was built
in 1478 and consecrated in 1491. In 1619, during the uprising of
the Estates, the church with the convent was destroyed by ﬁre.
Consecration of the repaired church was performed in 1625 under
the presence of the Prague archbishop, Arnošt Vojtěch Harrach.
The Church of St. Catherine is a late Gothic building with a single
nave, and the presbytery is signiﬁcantly lower and narrower than
the nave. Two early Baroque rounded chapels were added at each
side of the nave – the Chapel of St. Anthony of Padua and Chapel
of St. Porziuncola. The monastery itself is a four-wing building
surrounding a paradise garden to the north from the church. Across
the street a “small monastery” was joined to the church by means
of a covered passage serving as a retreat for widows and a hospital
for lepers. After an extensive reconstruction, it now serves as
headquarters for the Regional Court.

Attraction:
The Chapel of St. Porziuncola is associated with the famous
pilgrimage of Porziuncola in Jindřichův Hradec, held every ﬁrst
Sunday in August.
Contact:

Information Center in Jindřichův Hradec
Panská 136/I
377 01 Jindřichův Hradec
+420 384 363 546
www.infocentrum.jh.cz
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Church of Virgin Mary the Queen and
St. Giles and Augustinian Monastery in Třeboň

The dean church has been recorded as a parish since 1280.
After the foundation of the Augustinian monastery in 1367, the
church was rebuilt in the Gothic style. At that time, probably the
most signiﬁcant painter of Gothic panel paintings in Bohemia,
the Master of the Třeboň Altar, left his unique work here. The
preserved panels of the Třeboň altar are currently a part of the
collections in the National Gallery in Prague. The world-famous
Madonna of Třeboň from the period around 1400 has been
preserved in the Gothic church with two naves. The cloister
adjacent to the northern part of the church has been preserved
with almost undamaged frescos and the paradise yard with a well.

Attraction:
In 1723, a ﬁre broke out in Třeboň that destroyed almost the
entire town and damaged the church. The vault in the presbytery
collapsed and the ﬁre damaged the interior of the church. The
frescos and the statue of Madonna of Třeboň survived the ﬁre.
The new layout of the interior after the ﬁre was entrusted to the
Viennese artists P. Koeck (presbytery with the main altar) and
J. N. Rottmayer (the church interior).
Contact:

Tourist Information Center
Masarykovo náměstí 1
379 01 Třeboň
+420 384 721 169
www.itrebon.cz
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Zlatá Koruna Monastery

The premises of this former Cisterican monastery founded by
King Přemysl Otakar II on a rocky promontory in the deep Vltava
valley in 1263 is one of the best preserved Gothic monasteries in
Bohemia. The unique Chapel of Guardian Angels, the chapter hall
and the cloister passage are a leading testimony to the Cistercian
building art in the early and high Gothic periods. The main guided
tour leads visitors through the small and large convent and
culminates in the convent Church of Assumption of the Virgin
Mary, which is the largest church in Southern Bohemia. The tour
illustrates the everyday activities of the order, the appearance
of monastery libraries, workshops, and a common dining room
(refectory). The second tour represents in a modern interactive
way the development of literature in Southern Bohemia and the
literary connections among Czech, German, and Latin education.

Attraction:
In 2013 the restored Gothic Abbot’s Chapel of St. Giles was made
accessible to the public for the ﬁrst time in history, originally used
by the principal of the monastery.
Contact:

Zlatá Koruna Monastery
Zlatá Koruna No. 1
382 02 Zlatá Koruna
+420 380 743 126
www.klaster-zlatakoruna.cz
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Minorite Monastery in Bechyně

The Minorite Monastery in Bechyně, with its Church of
Assumption of the Virgin Mary located in the town center, is
situated on a rock promontory on the right bank of the Lužnice
River. It was founded in the second half of the 13th century but
was almost destroyed during the Hussite Wars. The renewed
monastery and its current architectural style comes from the
turn of the 15th and 16th centuries. The monastery buildings are a
beautiful example of the demanding late Gothic style, while the
church vaults and cloister passages create the greatest set of
diamond vaults in Bohemia. A late Gothic Church of Assumption
of the Virgin Mary is joined to the monastery. It has two naves
with diamond vaults. The presbytery is decorated with ribbed
vaulting. The central Baroque chapel at the southern side of the
nave comes from 1725. The church houses a valuable equipment
from the 18th century with many Renaissance tombs.

Attraction:
After the Thirty Years’ War, the monastery became a signiﬁcant
place of pilgrimage. Three “miraculous” Baroque statues saved
after the monastery plundering at the beginning of the War were
worshipped. The statues can be seen in the monastery even today.
Contact:

Tourist Information in Bechyně
náměstí T. G. Masaryka 5
391 65 Bechyně
+420 381 213 822
www.visitbechyne.cz

35

in South Bohemia

31

Premonstratensian Monastery in Milevsko

The monastery in Milevsko is the oldest monastery in Southern
Bohemia and was founded in 1184 by the magnate Jiří of Milevsko. Its
original Romanesque style from the end of the 12th century has been
mostly preserved until today. In the second half of the 13th century
the ﬁrst building adjustments in the Gothic style were made. The
monastery became partly a fortress and, thanks to the Latin school on
its premises, it became a signiﬁcant center of culture and education
in Southern Bohemia. During the Hussite Wars, the monastery was
destroyed by ﬁre and ransacked. The Thirty Years’ War brought about
a new ﬂourishing of the monastery when it became managed by
the Strahov Premonstratensians. In the 17th and 18th centuries, the
monastery was modiﬁed into Baroque style. The deanery, Latin school,
convent and monastery church gained a new appearance. The church
was reconsecrated to the Annunciation of Virgin Mary. Under the
reforms made by Joseph II, the monastery in Milevsko was dissolved,
but the monastery assets remained in the hands of the Strahov
Premonstratensians. The Church of the Annunciation of Virgin Mary
became a parish church, and in 1805 it was changed to a deanery
church. The monastery buildings started to be used differently during
World War I when they served as a military hospital, and in 1950 they
were acquired by a farm. Other uses included the town archive and
the regional museum, and in 1989 the monastery was returned to
the Strahov Premonstratensians. They established a novitiate and
religious home there. You can visit the historical premises of the
former prelature where you can see museum exhibitions, the paradise
garden with fragments of the cloister passage, and a park. Two guided
tours are prepared for visitors – Life of Premonstratensian Brothers and
Sacral Buildings.

Attraction:
In one location, you can admire Romanesque architectonic gems,
majestic Gothic or pompous Baroque.
Contact:

Premonstratensian Monastery in Milevsko
U Bažantnice 556
399 01 Milevsko
+420 736 209 344
www.klastermilevsko.cz
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Pilgrimage Church of the Virgin Mary and
Marian Pilgrimage Site of Lomec – Lomeček

Lomec is one of the most famous pilgrimage sites in Southern
Bohemia. The Pilgrimage Church of Virgin Mary is one of signiﬁcant
works of the high Baroque in Central Europe. The church was built
in1692 - 1702 by Earl Bucquoy for the miraculous sculpture of the
Virgin Mary with Jesus. The main dominant of the church is a unique
central altar with rich carvings which is a small copy of the Bernini
Papal Altar from the Church of St. Peter in Rome. A former hunting
castle is located not far from the church, which later became a
parsonage, and in 1971 Congregation of Grey Sisters of the 3rd
Order of St. Francis settled down here. The pilgrimage premises
also include a bell tower, outdoor altar, Meditation Garden of Virgin
Mary, cloister, and a nearby cemetery.

Attraction:
Lomec was often visited by the writer Julius Zeyer during his stays
in Vodňany. You can walk the same path as he did from Vodňany
to Lomec.
Contact:

Roman Catholic Parish
Lomec 52
389 01 Vodňany
+420 608 854 937
www.lomec.cz
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Pilgrimage Church of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary in Klokoty

At the edge of Tábor, on a hill above the curve of the Lužnice
River stands the impressive building of the pilgrimage church in
Klokoty. The present Baroque pilgrimage premises with the Church
of Assumption of Virgin Mary was founded around 1700 and is
located on the site of an older church from the beginning of the
13th century. The church itself, the project of which was most
probably based on the work of one of the most talented architects
of his time, Jan Santini, was completed as early as in 1714. The
cloisters and chapel were later added to the church and created
an extraordinary set of buildings with the ground plan in the shape
of a double cross. The pilgrimage church still serves its original
purpose. From the beginning, the place has been associated with
pilgrimages to the Virgin Mary, and the main pilgrimage takes place
on the Saturday closest to the date of the Assumption of Virgin
Mary (15 August). In 1816, a school that currently serves as the
Emauzy parsonage was built next to the pilgrimage site. The chapel
U dobré vody is located near the church where, according to
legend, the Virgin Mary appeared before children.

Attraction:
A linden alley with Stations of the Cross was planted in 1836
and leads towards the church front. You can walk here from the
historical center of Tábor.
Contact:

Roman Catholic Parish Tábor-Klokoty
Staroklokotská 1
390 03 Tábor
+420 731 402 906
www.klokoty.cz
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Church of Birth of Virgin Mary in Písek

The parish church in Písek is one of the best-preserved architectonic
monuments of the early Gothic style in Bohemia. It is one of the
works of the great stone-mason works in Písek and Zvíkov which also
participated in many other building activities of King Přemysl Otakar
II. Constriction of the church was initiated in the ﬁrst half of the 13th
century in the form of a classic three-nave basilica. In 1741-1743
the Chapel of St. John of Nepomuk was added to the southern nave
of the church. The most signiﬁcant intervention in the preserved
early Gothic architecture of the church was the construction of a
monumental 74-meter tall bell tower at the end of the 15th century
that was included in the southwestern corner of the church, and
after its construction it became a real dominant of the town. Late
Roman and early Gothic wall paintings can be seen on the pillars
inside the church.

Attraction:
As a cost-saving measure, the church clock hands are ﬁtted
reversely – the small one shows the minutes and the large one
shows the hours. It is said that this was to enable the people to see
the time better from distant ﬁelds. Full hours were more important
than minutes to our predecessors.
Contact:

Roman Catholic Parish Písek
Bakaláře 43/6
397 01 Písek
+420 736 766 782
www.farnostpisek.cz
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Church of St. James the Greater in Prachatice

The church was founded as early as the 14th century and gained its
current appearance upon its reconstruction at the beginning of the
16th century, when it was enlarged to three naves, obtained new
vaulting and a new roof, but only the 53-meter southern tower
was completed. The ﬁve-petalled rose coat of arms of the former
owners of Prachatice, the Rožmberks, has been preserved at many
places in the interior. The church gained its ﬁnal appearance in the
19th century when, after a ﬁre, the tower was rebuilt in 1832 in the
form of a minaret. The inner decorations of the church consist of
luxurious stone works and wooden Gothic reliefs decorating the
early Baroque main altar. Its center is decorated with a Baroque
sculpture of the Virgin Mary, St. Dominic and St. Catherine of
Sienna from F. Rambler from the beginning of the 18th century.

Attraction:
An observation tower is accessible at the top of the church and is
open for visitors every year from 1 June to 30 September. To reach
the top, you must climb up 157 stairs, then you can enjoy a beautiful
view from the height of 40 meters above the stone paving in the
center of the municipal heritage reservation of Prachatice.
Contact:

Roman Catholic Parish Prachatice
Děkanská 31
383 01 Prachatice
+420 388 312 158
www.kisprachatice.cz
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The Church of St. Procopius in Strakonice

The deanery Church of St. Procopius is one of the most signiﬁcant
monuments in Strakonice. It is located in the premises of the
Strakonice Castle at the conﬂuence of the Volyňka and Otava
Rivers. It was founded by the noble family of Bavor from Strakonice
most likely at the beginning of the 13th century. It was originally
consecrated to St. Adalbert and has been called the Church of St.
Procopius since the 14th century. The original church was built in
Romanesque style, later followed by a Baroque reconstruction,
and there are also some signs of the Rococo. The 40-meter
church tower with its preserved Romanesque character comes
from around 1243, and the Gothic presbytery comes from the
same period. Signiﬁcant adjustments of the church were made at
the beginning of the 16th century. The main nave obtained a late
Gothic rib vaulting with ﬁve ﬁelds and inserted terracotta rosettes
above the choir. The inner Baroque decorations of the church were
completed around the end of the 18th century.

Attraction:
The Gothic cloister with unique brick ribs is decorated with wall
paintings from the ﬁrst third of the 14th century. These frescos
are the earliest cycle of wall paintings north of the Alps and show
the teaching activities of Jesus Christ.
Contact:

Roman Catholic Parish Strakonice
Bavorova 30
386 01 Strakonice
+420 380 429 797
www.farnost-strakonice.cz
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Stožec Chapel in Stožec

The Chapel of Virgin Mary, also known as the Stožec Chapel, is
an example of folk wood carving. The original wooden chapel
was built in 1791 by the blacksmith J. Klauser, who was grateful
to the water from this spring for curing his sight. In 1804 the
chapel was rebuilt, and in the 1960’s it was supplemented with
a wooden annex with wood carvings. Regular August pilgrimages
saw even several thousand participants. After World War II, the
chapter deteriorated. In 1988, the Stožec Chapel was renewed by
J. Kocourek of Prachatice and since 1989 has been again inviting
regular pilgrimages. At the top of mountain Stožec (976 m above
sea level) above the Stožec Chapel we can ﬁnd a 5-meter iron
cross and some remnants of a guard castle protecting the historical
Golden Path. It gives a nice view over the Stožec village and the
tops of the mountains Třístoličník, Trojmezná and Plechý. In good
weather conditions, you can also see the tops of the Alps.

Attraction:
On the southern part of Stožec Mountain there is a natural
reservation with the original cover of ﬁr and beech trees.
Contact:

Municipality Stožec
Stožec 25
384 44 Stožec
+420 731 286 047
www.stozec.cz
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Jewish Synagogue in Český Krumlov

The Synagogue, or Temple, was built in 1909. This was the ﬁrst
building in Austria-Hungary for the construction of which a
reinforced concrete structure was used. The architect Viktor
Kafka designed the temple as a simple one-nave building with a
saddle roof and dominating eight-side tower in Neo-Romanesque
style with clear signs of Art Nouveau. The synagogue was
used for services until 1938, then after the war it served the
Czechoslovak Hussite Church, and after 1969 as a storehouse for
the stage scenery of the castle’s Baroque Theater. After 1990, it
was returned to the Jewish community. In 2012, the synagogue
underwent a complex reconstruction.

Attraction:
Nowadays it is a venue for exhibitions and cultural and social
events.
Contact:

Synagogue Český Krumlov
Za Soudem 282
381 01 Český Krumlov
+420 601 590 213
www.ckrumlov.cz/synagoga
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Schwarzenberg Tomb in Třeboň

The tomb is located 1.5 km from the center of Třeboň on the
southern part of the lake Svět. The construction was initiated in
1784. The two-storey building, shaped like a regular octagon, is
built in Pseudo-Gothic style according to the Italian Campo Santo
burial ground of famous men. The chapel consecrated to Christ
the Redeemer houses a Neo-Gothic altar. The tomb crypt hides
26 coffins with the members of the Schwarzenberg family. The
chapel is located in the middle of an English park with an area of
17 hectares with 2,000 trees, including 40 exotic trees.

Attraction:
Although the crypt ﬂoor lies 1.5 meters bellow the surface of the
Lake Svět, it is dry and cool. A ventilated channel, 2 meters deep
and 60 centimeters wide, was built around the tomb to drain
water to the Opatovický Lake nearby.
Contact:

Třeboň Castle
Zámek 115
379 01 Třeboň
+420 384 721 193
www.zamek-trebon.cz
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Bucquoy Tomb in Nové Hrady

The Bucquoy tomb is a signiﬁcant dominant feature of the Nové
Hrady cemetery. It was built based on the project of Joseph Schulz
in 1902-1904 as a Neo-Gothic chapel and has two parts: a crypt in
the basement and a chapel on the upper ﬂoor. The most signiﬁcant
part of the outer decoration is the Marian mosaic based on the
design of Max Švabinský, and a stone relief above the portal in the
basement with the earl’s coat of arms and family motto “Dieu et mon
Roi” (For God and My King). The tomb currently houses eight coffins
with the bodies of the Bucquoy Family and their relatives, siblings
from the Cappy Family. Other members of the Bucquoy Family
remained placed in the original family tomb built by Countess Marie
Magdalena in the church in Nové Hrady in the 17th century.

Attraction:
The tomb is located at the edge of the cemetery in Nové Hrady,
where some famous persons of Nové Hrady history are also buried.
In addition to religious officers from the Servite order, you can also
visit the tomb of the Nové Hrady Bucquoy archivist and author of
a book about the history of the town and dominion of Nové Hrady,
Anton Teichl. The tomb is accessible as part of organized tours.
Contact:

Cultural and Information Center in Nové Hrady
náměstí Republiky 46
373 33 Nové Hrady
+420 386 362 195
www.kicnovehrady.cz
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Memorable Cemetery
in Albrechtice nad Vltavou

This originally Romanesque Church of St. Peter and Paul comes
from the 12th century and is one of the most signiﬁcant churches
in Southern Bohemia also thanks to its interior paintings, where
the walls are covered with a monumental composition of the Last
Judgement. The church is surrounded with a village cemetery that
is unique for its uniform arcade chapels with epitaphs in verses
and paintings in memory of the deceased. The author of this
design was the local vicar Vít Cíza. The chapels come mainly from
the period 1841-1854 and there are currently 85 of them. The
paintings were restored not long ago.

Attraction:
Each chapel in the cemetery contains, or contained, a painting
with a saint and a moralizing verse underneath characterizing the
particular deceased person or his/her occupation.
Contact:

Information Center Albrechtice nad Vltavou
Albrechtice nad Vltavou 79
398 16 Albrechtice nad Vltavou
+420 721 941 229
www.albrechticenadvltavou.cz
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Stone Bridge in Písek

The town of Písek prides itself with the oldest surviving stone
bridge in Bohemia. It was built by the royal stone-mason works in
Písek and Zvíkov before the end of the 13th century. It has seven
arches, a length of 110 meters, and a width of 6.5 meters. The
bridge is decorated with copies of Baroque statues – St. John of
Nepomuk with Angels, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Anne and the
Calvary. During the centuries, the bridge had to face several great
ﬂoods. After the last great ﬂood in August 2002, the river surface
rose by 8.5 meters.

Attraction:
The bridge was built on dry land. After its construction, the
river was artiﬁcially moved to its new channel passing under
the bridge. Hydrologists found that during great ﬂoods the river
returns to its original corridor.
Contact:

Tourist Information Center Písek
Velké náměstí 113/1
Vnitřní Město
397 01 Písek 1
+420 387 999 999
www.pisek.eu
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Horse-Drawn Railway
from České Budějovice to Linz

The main reason for the construction of the horse-drawn
railway from České Budějovice to Linz was to transport salt from
the Austrian Salt Chamber to Bohemia. The construction was
initiated under the management of engineer František Antonín
Gerstner in 1825. This was the ﬁrst horse-drawn railway on
the European continent. Regular transport of goods started in
1832, and passenger transport followed later. Passenger trains
were operated from spring to autumn once per day at 5:00 a.m.
from both end stations. Two horses harnessed one after another
needed 14 hours to cover a distance of 129 km. In the second
half of the 19th century, the rail path was rebuilt into a classic
railway. Steam operation was initiated in September 1872. The
most signiﬁcant preserved monuments of this railway on Czech
land include the guard house no. 1 on Mánesova Street from
1828, which currently houses the Museum of the Horse-Drawn
Railway, one of the smallest museums in the Czech Republic.

Attraction:
On 15 December 1872, the last train drawn by horses left the
Urfahr Station (Linz) to the Lest Station. The history of the
former most extensive railway project thus ended after forty
years. From the original 53 houses, only 22 structures have been
preserved until today. Some of them are already in ruins. Most of
the remaining guard houses were rebuilt, and only a few of them
remain in almost their original style.
Contact:

South Bohemian Museum České Budějovice
- Museum of Horse-Drawn Railway
Mánesova 10
370 01 České Budějovice
+420 386 354 820
www.muzeumcb.cz

50

in South Bohemia

44

Třeboň pond system

In the originally swampy countryside of the Třeboň Region, the
establishment of lakes associated with ﬁsh breeding became
a proﬁtable economic activity. At the turn of the 15th and 16th
centuries, Petr IV of Rožmberk became the owner of the Třeboň
domain and supported economic activities in this domain,
mainly the construction of ﬁsh ponds. Štěpánek Netolický served
him, being the ﬁrst person to build the Třeboň pond system
systematically, thus starting the most famous part of the Třeboň
ﬁshing tradition. His most signiﬁcant works include the Golden
Canal. This artiﬁcial canal with a length of approximately 45
km has been supplying a great part of the lakes in the Třeboň
Region with water from the Lužnice River for many centuries. In
the second half of the 16th century, Jakub Krčín of Jelčany and
Sedlčany looked after the further development of the ponds
under his service for the Rožmberk Family. His most signiﬁcant
activities include the construction of two extensive ponds named
Rožmberk and Svět (World) and the construction of the artiﬁcial
canal called the “New River”. The local lakes currently form 16
water management sets, mainly sloped towards the basins of the
Lužnice and Nežárka rivers.

Attraction:
The water surface of Rožmberk covers 489 hectares, making
it the largest lake in Central Europe – you can even see the
curvature of the earth on its water surface.
Contact:

Tourist Information Center
Masarykovo náměstí 1
379 01 Třeboň
+420 384 721 169
www.itrebon.cz
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Schwarzenberg timber ﬂoating canal

The Schwarzenberg timber ﬂoating canal connects Světlá, which is
one of the tributaries of the Studená Vltava River, and the Austrian
river Große Mühl, a tributary of the Danube River, thus connecting
the drainage basin of the Nothern Sea and the Black Sea. It was built
at the request of Prince Johann Nepomuk I of Schwarzenberg under
the management of Josef Rosenauer. The entire length of the canal
is 44 km, while near the village Jelení it passes through a tunnel with
a length of approximately 400 m. The waterway enabled the water
transport of wood logs from Šumava and its transport to customers
in Vienna, thanks to which it was possible to use the forest’s wealth
in the hitherto inaccessible Šumava forests. The canal served for
transport of timber from 1793 to 1962, i.e. almost for 170 years, and
in the period before the war it was one of the greatest prides of the
Schwarzenberg domains. In 1999-2001 the Administration of the
Šumava National Park and Protected Landscape Area performed an
extensive reconstruction of this unique work.

Attraction:
Visit the exhibition of the Schwarzenberg Canal – forester’s house
at Jelení vrchy No. 13, where you can ﬁnd information about the
history of the canal, Šumava forests, history of Šumava population
and transport of timber. The exhibition is open during the season.
Contact:

Meeting with traditions at the Schwarzenberg
timber ﬂoating canal
Ing. Hynek Hladík
+420 602 272 442
www.schw-kan.com
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Bušek Hammer Mill

The Bušek Hammer Mill is a functioning technical monument, one
of three of its kinds in the Czech Republic. It originated in 1780
through the reconstruction of the original mill. The hammer is
driven by three waterwheels launching into operation a hammer,
grindstone and blowers at the forge. Water is supplied to the
wheels by means of an artiﬁcial millstream with an overﬂow
cascade. You can see the entire equipment in operation, provided
that the water level is satisfactory. A unique collection of the
hammer operator’s equipment is a part of the exhibition. The
preserved hammers and pliers are items with a great historical
value. For example, the “hack”, an admirable oak hammer with its
weight of 300 kilograms, can make up to 150 strokes per minute.

Attraction:
A tour around the hammer mill can be led by a guide whose
attractive storytelling will reveal many mysteries related to the
demanding work of forgers in the 19th century and the ﬁrst half of
the 20th century. The Bušek Hammer Mill, however, is not only a
place where you can admire the lost fame of master blacksmiths
of the past centuries. It is also currently a place where concerts,
theatrical performances, and celebrations are held during the
summer months during which the present master blacksmiths
may show their crafts.
Contact:

Bušek Hammer Mill
Trhové Sviny 332
374 01 Trhové Sviny
+420 702 013 139
www.buskuv-hamr.cz
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Narrow-gauge Railways
in the Jindřichův Hradec Region

The starting point of this narrow-gauge railway is the city of
Jindřichův Hradec, where 2 tracks start: to the north in the
direction of Obrataň and to the south in the direction of Nová
Bystřice. The operation of this track was initiated in 1897. On its
way, the train passes through the very heart of Czech Canada. The
passengers may thus enjoy a beautiful overview over the local
virgin nature from its windows. Picturesque railway stations and
stops decently hidden from the modern-day bustle in calm forests
only emphasize the romantic mood of the journey. The forest
station Kaproun is one of the most beautiful stops. Nostalgic trips
by a steam train are also regularly operated for visitors, and some
of them even have an accompanying program. Regular passenger
transport is also operated on the rails with a 760 mm gauge.
Those who are interested in the history of the railway may visit
the Regional Museum of Narrow-Gauge Railways in Nová Bystřice.

Attraction:
Those who are curious about railways will deﬁnitely be interested
in the possibility of recreational accommodations in the
apartments in the newly reconstructed buildings of the stations
Střížovice, Hůrky, Kunžak-Lomy, Albeř, and Nová Bystřice. Trains
are actually operated so frequently that you can use them for
your trips and at the same time enjoy an undisturbed rest. There’s
an added advantage – the train stops at your threshold.
Contact:

Jindřichův Hradec Local Railway
Nádražní 203/II
377 01 Jindřichův Hradec
+420 384 361 165
www.jhmd.cz
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Historical Railway from Tábor to Bechyně

The railway from Tábor to Bechyně was the ﬁrst electriﬁed railway
track on the territory of former Austria-Hungary. The plan of the
railway connection from Tábor to Bechyně comes from the end of the
19th century. In the same period, František Křižík made his experiments
with electrical drive on the railway. The joint efforts of the Bechyně
Railway Cooperative and the Křižík company were successful. In spring
of 1902, he was awarded a concession to build, and in the course of
a single year he succeeded in building the railway. The ceremonial
launching into operation of a 24-km track was held on 21 June 1903.
From the beginning, the track was projected exclusively for electrical
operation. It allowed for the use of lighter vehicles and minimized
the ground work. The track in the countryside copies the surrounding
terrain and 40° slopes and arches with a very small radius are not
rare. The journey from Tábor to Bechyně is therefore currently an
interesting experience. The only original larger artiﬁcial building is the
bridge over the Lužnice River in Tábor. The former power plant building
is located near the bridge and served for power supplies for the
railway. Originally the track ended on the left bank of the Lužnice River
in the current space of the “old railway station”. In 1928 a new bridge
over the Lužnice River was launched into operation and the track was
extended to the current station in the town. The bridge in Bechyně,
known as the Bechyně Rainbow, is also an architectonic rarity and
a national cultural heritage monument. It was built from 1926 to
1928. Its reinforced concrete structure arches almost 60 m above
the surface of the Lužnice River, it is 190 m long, and the span of the
main arch is 90 m. Another feature that makes the bridge unique is its
joint operation mode: the railway goes parallel to the road connecting
Bechyně with Tábor and Týn nad Vltavou.

Attraction:
In the summer months, you can make trips by regular and special
trains that are driven with historical vehicles as part of the
Summer at Bechyňka.
Contact:

Czech Railway
Husovo náměstí
390 02 Tábor
+420 725 802 257
www.cd.cz/jihocesky-kraj/nostalgicke-vlaky
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Lipno Dam

This is a water work built on the Vltava River in 1952-1959. With
its area of 48.7 km2 this is the largest dam reservoir and the
largest water area in the Czech Republic, thanks to which it is also
frequently known as the Czech or South Bohemian Sea. The length
of the backwater is 42 km. The reservoir has its greatest width in
Černá v Pošumaví, where it ﬂows over up to 5 km. On the right side
it reaches the state borders with Austria. There are three permanent
islands on the dam. Under normal conditions, the circumference of
the largest island known as “Taiwan” is 715 meters, located at the
back part of the dam near Černá v Pošumaví. The second island is
located nearby, and its circumference is approximately 140 m. The
Rabbit Island is located near Lipno nad Vltavou; since 2010 it has
been inhabited by rabbits and guinea pigs. Its circumference under
normal conditions is 160 meters. Lipno Lake is a famous tourist
resort in both the summer and winter months.

Attraction:
The Lipno Reservoir cuts through 42 kilometers of the Šumava
countryside. No transportation routes were built over Lake Lipno
(with the exception of two bridges near the tributary and a road
over the dyke). Roads are replaced by seasonal ferries. Regular
water transport is also in operation on the lake.
Contact:

Information Center Lipno
Lipno nad Vltavou 87
382 78 Lipno nad Vltavou
+420 380 736 053
www.lipno.info
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Orlík Reservoir

This water work shows several rarities. First, this lake has the
greatest amount of water in Bohemia, has the highest concrete
dam, and the second most powerful water plant in the Czech
Republic. The dam itself is gravitational and the concrete from
which it was made is protected with a global Czech patent
in the ﬁeld of concreting. The equipment that manufactured
the concrete was the most modern in the world in the 1950’s,
including its digital scales and building laboratory. Excursions of
the work may be performed all year round.

Attraction:
The reservoir functions as a huge battery, and all water ﬂowing
into it is completely held and subsequently driven through the
power plant. Great ﬂuctuations of the water level must therefore
be taken into account at the Orlík Reservoir.
Contact:

RoDePI, volunteer association
Orlík – hráz
397 01 Písek
+420 737 506 950
www.cez.cz/infocentra
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Stádlec Bridge

This bridge over the Lužnice River was built in 1975 below the
town of Stádlec and is the last preserved Empirical chain bridge
in the Czech Republic. Originally, in 1848 -1960, it spanned the
Vltava River near Podolsko. In 1959 it was declared a national
technical monument as the Podolsko Bridge. In 1960-1975 it
was disassembled and relocated to its current position over the
Lužnice River.

Attraction:
After the Orlík Reservoir was ﬁlled, the bridge, already having
been declared a cultural monument, would have been submerged.
The decision was therefore made for its careful disassembly,
documentation, and storage at a place away from the ﬂooded
banks. In the 1960’s an offer to purchase the bridge came from
abroad, but it was refused, and the bridge was later moved and
reassembled. The beautiful place on the Lužnice River on the road
between the towns of Stádlec and Dobřejice was selected from
several possible locations.
Contact:

TOULAVA, o. p. s.
Vančurova 1946
390 01 Tábor
+420 775 012 001
www.toulava.cz
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Ždákov Bridge

The bridge construction was initiated simultaneously with the
construction of the Orlík Reservoir in 1957. The construction cost
71 million Czechoslovak crowns and it was deﬁnitively completed
in 1967. At that time, the bridge was considered the largest
simple full-wall two-joint steel arch bridge in the world. It is
currently among the ﬁrst twenty bridges and the ﬁrst in the Czech
Republic. Until today it is also the longest arch bridge with an
upper deck (without the draw bar). The bridge has gone through
an extensive reconstruction and there is a beautiful view from its
deck and the surrounding slopes.

Attraction:
The acoustics below the bridge is an anomaly – no sound is
normally heard when an object falls on the water surface.
Contact:

Píseckem, s. r. o.
Karlova 36
397 01 Písek
+420 737 506 950
www.piseckem.cz
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Municipal Power Plant in Písek

The municipal power plant in Písek is the oldest functioning
water power plant in Bohemia. It was founded after a successful
demonstration of lighting in the town by František Křižík on 23
June 1887. Písek thus became the ﬁrst town in Bohemia with
permanent public electric lighting. It was put into operation
on 31 August 1888 in the premises of the former Podskalí Mill.
The building, including its machinery, is protected as a cultural
monument of the Czech Republic.

Attraction:
In the power plant you will discover that the beginnings of
electrical lighting in Písek were not easy. Mockers used to say
in rhymes (in Czech): The Písek electricity doesn’t shine, it only
ﬂickers.
Contact:

Municipal Power Plant and Museum
V Podskalí 2537
397 01 Písek
+420 382 217 034
www.piseckem.cz
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Stud Farm in Písek

The stud farm in Písek is a complex of unique buildings made of
brickwork. Since 2010, it has been a national cultural heritage
monument and is visible from the main road on the route from
Prague to České Budějovice when using the ring road around
Písek. The stud farm was built at the turn of the 19th and 20th
centuries. The ﬁrst stallions were placed here in 1902, and since
that time horse breeding in Písek has been a tradition. The stud
farm in Písek is one of the three last state companies that breed
horses in the Czech Republic. Excursions in the building are
possible.

Attraction:
A copy of the statue of the horse Argo, which was a model for
the statue at the Wenceslas Square in Prague, is located on its
monumental courtyard.
Contact:

Provincial Stud Farm Písek
U Hřebčince 479
397 01 Písek
+420 721 081 767
www.zemskyhrebcinecpisek.cz
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Hoslovice Water Mill

This unique preserved water mill for upper water is over 400
years old. The unique mill, with its repaired historical equipment,
is a suitable place for traditional craft production. Many events
illustrating life in a village, including maintained traditions and
customs, are held here, such as the Erection of the Maypole,
Millers’ Day, Crafts Day, Harvest Festival, Hemp Festival, and
others. Bread is baked during such events in the mill stove. The
permanent ethnographic exhibition is called “Life in the Šumava
Forests”. The water mill in Hoslovice is administered by the
Museum of the Central Otava Region in Strakonice and is open to
the public from April to October.

Attraction:
The surroundings of this historical water mill are a popular site
for ﬁlms and fairy-tales. For example, the popular Czech fairy-tale
from Zdeněk Svěrák named “Three Brothers” was ﬁlmed here.
Contact:

Water Mill Hoslovice
Hoslovice 36
387 19 Čestice
+420 731 907 308
www.muzeum-st.cz
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